
11 
 

SQUAMISH PARKS, RIVER DYKE, TRAILS AND GREEN 
SPACES 
 
Unless otherwise mentioned in the comments or descriptions, the sites included in this 
report are under, or assumed to be under, the jurisdiction of the District of Squamish. 
 
Notable exceptions include sections of trails that cross First Nations and private lands, 
and sections of riverbed that are in the control of Ministry of Environment ï Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans.  
 
The inventory of invasive plant species was undertaken in early January to early March 
2010, so limited to winter-identifiable species only. Other invasive species may be 
present. 
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Garibaldi Highlands Elementary School Trail Highlands Way North 

The trail around the School perimeter was surveyed. Lots of invasive plants were noted 
escaping from adjacent backyard onto the school property, including English ivy (Hedera 
helix), yellow archangel (Lamium galeobdolon), common periwinkle (Vinca minor) and 
some Himalayan blackberry (Rubus discolor). 
 
IAPP 
site # 

UTM Zone 10 Area 
ha 

Species Distribution Density Comments 

Easting Northing 

267201 491917 5510033 2.4 English ivy A few patches or 
clumps 

High  

Common 
periwinkle 

A few patches or 
clumps 

High  

Himalayan 
blackberry 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Medium  

Yellow 
archangel 

A few patches or 
clumps 

High  
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Judd Beach to Squamish River dyke (N) trails 
This park was walked and to our surprise lots of butterfly bush (Buddleia davidii) was 
observed over the whole park.  They seem to take root all over flood plain within the 
park. Lots of the clumps observed were above 1.80 m tall. Some small English holly (Ilex 
aquifolium) trees were also noted throughout the park. Clumps of common periwinkle 
(Vinca minor) and English ivy (Hedera helix) were noted escaping from a private 
property.  Some young English holly trees (30cm tall) were noted as well. One major 
clump of Policemanôs Helmet (also known as Himalayan balsam) Impatiens glandulifera 
was noted in this park.  
 
ñEagle Viewò trail. 
This trail is located in Brackendale, it runs along the dyke parallel to Government Road 
from the Watershed Grill area into Judd Beach trail park (see above). It is on First 
Nations land and adjacent to the First Nationôs Village on Government Road. Some 
Himalayan blackberry (Rubus discolor) and Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) was 
observed along the dyke. 
 

    
 
 
 

   
 
       
 
 
 

Judd Beach trail, view of trail access and site  
Site # 266668 

Judd Beach trail 
Himalayan balsam/Policemanôs helmet 
Site # 266668 

Judd Beach trail 
Common periwinkle close to water 
Site # 266668 

Judd Beach trail 
Yellow archangel patch 
Site # 266670 
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Squamish River dyke trail N from Watershed Grill 
Scotch broom & Himalayan blackberry 
Site # 266676 

Squamish River dyke N, close to PetroCanada gas 
station 
Butterfly bush 
Site # 266678 

Squamish River dyke N, close to Judd Beach, looking 
back to Watershed Grill 
Site # 266678 

Squamish River dyke N to Judd Beach 
Butterfly bush  
Site # 266678 

Squamish River dyke N 
Butterfly bush 
Site # 266678 
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Judd Beach to Squamish River dyke (N) trails 
IAPP 
site # 

UTM Zone 10 Area 
ha 

Species Distribution Density Comments 

Easting Northing 

266668 489484 5511749 0.09 Himalayan 
balsam/Policemanôs 
helmet 

Single patch 
or clump 

Medium  

Butterfly bush Single patch 
or clump 

High 

Himalayan 
blackberry 

Few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

English holly Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

266670 489351 5511789 0.04 Common 
perinwinkle 

Several 
well-spaced 
patches or 
clumps 

Dense  

Yellow archangel A few 
patches or 
clumps 

Dense 

266676 489778 5511257 0.015 Scotch broom Single patch 
or clump 

Medium First 
Nations 
land 
Indian 
Reserve 16 
Seaichem 

Himalayan 
blackberry 

A few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

266677 489685 5511660 0.01 Himalayan 
blackberry 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Medium Private 
land 

266678 489590 5511431 5.0 Butterfly bush Several well-
spaced 
patches or 
clumps 

Medium First 
Nations 
land 

    Himalayan 
blackberry 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

    English holly A few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

    Scotch broom A few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 
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Magnolia Creek 
The area behind Magnolia Crescent, along the Magnolia Creek and dyke trail was 
inventoried in sections over a period of several weeks, incorporating also John Hunter 
Park, Guilford green space (see later). Most of the problem is from dumping of garden 
waste, with yellow archangel (Lamium galeobdolon) and English ivy (Hedera helix) 
taking over the forest floor between private properties and the dyke trail. Magnolia Creek 
runs through the area. There appear to be quite a lot of extended gardens occupying 
District of Squamish land.  
 

  
 
 
 

   
  
 
 
 

Magnolia Creek, south of Magnolia Crescent 
Yellow archangel patches spreading over forest floor 
Site # 262994 

Magnolia Creek 
Himalayan balsam 
Site # 265353 
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Magnolia Creek 
IAPP 
site # 

UTM Zone 10 Area 
ha 

Species Distribution Density Comments 

Easting Northing 

263008 490388 5504846 0.09 English 
ivy 

Continuous 
dense 
occurrence  

Dense Garden 
waste 
dump 

Yellow 
archangel 

A few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

263011 490308 5504843 0.01 English 
ivy 

Continuous 
dense 
occurrence 

Dense Spreading 
from 
adjacent 
private yard 
and fence 

Yellow 
archangel 

Single patch 
or clump 

Dense 

262994 490001 5504886 1.0 English 
ivy 

Several 
well-spaced 
patches or 
clumps 

Dense  

English 
holly 

A few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

Yellow 
archangel 

Several 
well-spaced 
patches or 
clumps 

Dense 

Himalayan 
blackberry 

A few 
patches or 
clumps 

Low 

262926 490251 5504819 0.15 Yellow 
archangel 

Several 
well-spaced 
patches or 
clumps 

Dense  

English 
ivy 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

265353 489812 5504695 0.04 Himalayan 
balsam 

Continuous 
occurrence 
with a few 
gaps in 
distribution 

Dense Trail head 
at parking 
lot opposite 
townhouses 
on Valley 
Drive  
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Mamquam riverside trails and parks   

 
Squamish Valley Country Club & Golf Course 
This area includes important spawning channels for salmonids and Ministry of 
Environment (Department of Fisheries and Oceans) have overarching regulatory control 
of this area. The land is owned by the District of Squamish and some is leased to the 
Squamish Valley Country Club and Golf Course. Cooperation of all parties would be 
required to deal with invasive plants. 
 
Most of the land is free of invasives, but note the presence of invasive species Scotch 
broom (Cytisus scopariu)s, butterfly bush (Buddleia davidii) and suspected common 
tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) under the BCTC transmission lines (see separate report).  
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Golf course 

Property line (thin black 
line) between Golf Course 
and District of Squamish 
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IAPP 
site # 

UTM Zone 10 Area 
ha 

Species Distribution Density Comments 

Easting Northing 

266662 491406 5508466 0.04 Common 
burdock 

Continuous 
uniform 
occurrence of 
well-spaced 
individuals 

Low District of 
Squamish is the 
landowner but 
much of the 
area is under 
long term lease 
to S.V. Country 
Club and Golf 
Course 

Himalayan 
blackberry 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Medium 

266665 490413 5508454 2.0 English 
holly 

A few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low Located on 
floodplain. 
Ministry of 
Environment 

Himalayan 
blackberry 

A few 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low 

Scotch 
broom 

Rare 
individual 

Low 
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Squamish River dyke (S) trails 
ñDog Poundò trails 
We surveyed from the dog pound access off Government Road to where it runs into 
private properties at which point we ducked into an unidentified wooded area that runs 
parallel to Government Road and is accessed right across from the Rivers Walk condos. 
 
Approximately 500m north by the water sewage outflow pipes there is a large patch of 
yellow archangel (Lamium galeobdolon). Another 500 m north along the dyke there is a 
large patch of Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), Japanese knotweed (Fallopia 
japonica), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus discolor) and common burdock (Arctium sp.). 
Leading up to this site there are several small Scotch brooms that could easily be pulled 
to contain the infestation. The wooded area was still relatively invasive free aside from 
small English holly trees and sporadic Himalayan blackberry. 
 

   
        

    
 Squamish River dyke 1km along trail 

from dog pound, looking east 
Japanese knotweed and Scotch broom 
Site # 266924 

Squamish River dyke trail 
Scotch broom 
Site # 266924 

Squamish River dyke trail, looking west from behind 
Scotch broom patch 
Site # 266924 

Squamish River dyke trail 
Common burdock and Himalayan blackberry 
Site # 266924 
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IAPP 
site # 

UTM Zone 10 Area 
ha 

Species Distribution Density Comments 

Easting Northing 

266924 489574 5509735 12.0 Scotch 
broom 

Continuous 
uniform 
occurrence of 
well-spaced 
individuals 

High  

Yellow 
archangel 

Single patch or 
clump 

Dense Next to 
overflow 
pipe 

Japanese 
knotweed 

A few patches or 
clumps 

Dense  

Himalayan 
blackberry 

Several well-
spaced patches 
or clumps 

High  

Common 
burdock 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low  
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Centennial Road river bank across from Gravel Pit 
This site is located along the south side of the Mamquam River, near the Squamish 
Forest District office. It is also close to the Coast Aggregate gravel pit. Adjacent to the 
river is growing a patch of Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica that is abut 1.2 km long 
and is moving in closer to the waters edge. This had been inventoried some years 
previously but appears to have spread considerably since then. Given the high risk of 
transfer off site, this infestation should receive priority attention. Some Scotch broom 
Cytisus scoparius and Himalayan blackberry Rubus discolor was also observed.  

   
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

Centennial Way, view east 
Japanese knotweed with Himalayan blackberry & 
Scotch broom 
Site # 256703 

Centennial Way gravel pits 
 

Centennial Way, view east 
Japanese knotweed  
Site # 256703 

Centennial Way, view west 
Japanese knotweed  
Site # 256703 
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IAPP 
site # 

UTM Zone 10 Area 
ha 

Species Distribution Density Comments 

Easting Northing 

256703 490896 5508323 2.4 Japanese 
knotweed 

Several well-
spaced patches 
or clumps 

Dense First 
inventoried 
in 2005 

Scotch 
broom 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low  

Himalayan 
blackberry 

Several 
sporadically 
occurring 
individuals 

Low  

 

Centennial Way gravel pits operatorôs sign 
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DISTRICT OF SQUAMISH 
 

PARKS AND GREEN 
SPACES
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BRACKENDALE  
&  

NORTH SQUAMISH 
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Arrowhead Park     1625 Arrowhead Road 

 
Not to scale 
 

 
 

 
Arrowhead Park has no invasive plants. 

Arrowhead Park 
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Bracken Park (Brown Memorial Park)  14 Braken Park Way 

 
This park is located in Brackendale at the end of Bracken Park Way.  It is small and 
surrounded by private properties.  The area is covered with yellow archangel (Lamium 
galeobdolon), English holly (Ilex aquifolium) and laurel (Prunus laurocerasus).  As this 
site is small it would be a candidate for a weed pull treatment. 
 

 
 

Not to scale 
 

   
 
  
 

 

 

Brown Memorial Park/Bracken Park 
Yellow archangel spreading over banks of watercourse 
Site # 264579 
 


